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SUB J : AMBASSADOR S ROLE IN DEALING WITH PRESSING GLOBAL 
PROBLEMS - POPULATION GROWTH AND ADEQUATE FOOD PRODUCTION 

REF: STATE 107370 

1 . ON MAY 25, AMBASSADOR, ACCOMPANIED BY AID DIRECTOR, 

CALLED ON MINISTER OF HEALTH TO RAISE CONCERNS MENTIONED IN 
REFTEL. A PAPER WAS LEFT WITH THE MINISTER WHICH DISCUSSED 

US INTEREST IN ESTABLISHING A DIALOGUE ON POPULATION AND FOOD 
MATTERS AND RELATED GUATEMALA SITUATION TO WORLD-WIDE PICTURE. 

2. MINISTER WAS VERY RECEPTIVE TO THE APPROACH AND EXPRESSED 
HIS WILLINGNESS TO MAINTAIN DIALOGUE, POINTING OUT, HOWEVER, 

THAT CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT ON IULY 1, WILL BRING CHANGES IN 
TOP LEVEL PERSONNEL IN THE MINISTRY. AT THE SAME TIME, 

HE PROFESSED TO BE CLOSE FRIEND OF PRESIDENT-ELECT AND SAID HE 
WOULD MENTION SUBJECT TO HIM. 

3. MINISTER THEN DIGRESSED TO THEME HE HAS PRESENTED BEFORE 
IN PRIOR DISCUSSIONS WITH AID STAFF ON POPULATION MATTERS TO 
EFFECT THAT OPPOSITION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH MADE IT VERY 
DIFFICULT FOR GOG TO ENUNCIATE A VORMAL POLICY OR ADOPT FORMAL 
FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAMS. HE RECOMMENDED THAT A STRONG PRIVATE 
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EFFORT BE MOUNTED WHICH COULD BE SUPPORTED BY GOG WITH ASSIS- 
TANCE FROM AID AND UNFPA. AMBASSADOR RAISED THE POINT THAT 
OTHER LA COUNTRIES HAVE ANNOUNCED FORMAL POLICIES, PROBABLY 
IN THE FACE OF OFFICIAL CHURCH OPPOSITION, BECAUSE OF THE 
SERIOUSNESS OF THE PROBLEM. WHILE GUATEMALA IS NOT FACING TO 
THE SAME DEGREE THE POPULATION PRESSURES SOME OTHER COUNTRIES 
ARE EXPERIENCING, TIME IS RUNNING OUT. MINISTER AGREED BUT 
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RETURNED TO THEME OF PRIVATE APPROACH BECAUSE "PRESIDENT 
WOULD NEVER ACCEPT AN OFFICIAL FP PROGRAM." 

4. AFTER SOME DISCUSSION OF CURRENT AID POPULATION ACTIVITIES 
(WHICH ARE SUPPORTING PRIVATE FP EFFORTS), AMBASSADOR CLOSED 
BY REITERATING USG'S WILLINGNESS TO BE OF ASSISTANCE. 

5. COMMENT: BEST COURSE AT THIS TIME IS TO AWAIT INAUGURATION 
OF NEW GOVERNMENT. WHILE WE HAVE NO SPECIFIC KNOWLEDGE OF 
POSSIBLE ATTITUDES TOWARD FP BY THE LUCAS PEOPLE, WE BELIEVE 
THAT RECEPTIVITY WILL PROBABLY BE BETTER. 

ANDREWS 
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